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HARTER SECREST & EMERY IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY ELECTED CHAIR OF AILA 
UPSTATE NEW YORK CHAPTER 

Rochester, New York, June 27, 2019 – Harter Secrest & Emery LLP, a full-service business law 

firm with offices throughout New York, announced that Lucrecia Z. Knapp, senior associate in the firm’s 

Immigration practice, has been elected to serve as Chair of the American Immigration Lawyers 

Association (AILA), Upstate New York Chapter. 

AILA is the national association of immigration lawyers established to promote justice, advocate 

for fair and reasonable immigration law and policy, advance the quality of immigration and nationality 

law and practice, and enhance the professional development of its members. As of 2017, there are over 

15,000 AILA members spread over 39 chapters in the United States and across the world.  

In her role, Knapp is the chief presiding officer of the Chapter, directing the activities and general 

conduct of Chapter affairs, and representing the Chapter on the AILA Board of Governors. Serving on the 

Board of Governors is a prestigious accomplishment as the Board determines the policies, provides 

financial oversight, and sets annual goals and monitors accomplishments of AILA at the national level.  

As an attorney in the firm’s Immigration practice, Knapp represents companies, universities, and 

medical institutions on all aspects of complex and ever-changing employment-based and family-based 

immigration and I-9 compliance. She assists students, medical professionals, executives, athletes, artists, 

entrepreneurs, persons of extraordinary ability, and immigrant investors in a wide range of immigration 

matters. In addition to her role on AILA, she contributes to the community through her work as a member 

of the Board of Directors of Lollypop Farm, Humane Society of Greater Rochester and as a pro bono 
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attorney for the Monroe County Volunteer Legal Services Project. Knapp graduated from Queens College 

and Brooklyn Law School. 

With more than ten professionals, Harter Secrest & Emery’s Immigration practice group provides 

clients of every size with comprehensive business solutions and services around temporary and permanent 

immigration needs. For more than 30 years, the firm’s legal professionals have been instrumental in setting 

up active, successful immigration programs for clients. Harter Secrest & Emery’s Immigration practice is 

one of only 11 immigration practice groups in New York State—including in New York City—ranked by 

Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. The ranking cites excellent client service, an 

ability to communicate processes effectively, subject matter expertise, practical guidance, and problem-

solving capacity. 

About Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 

Harter Secrest & Emery LLP is a full-service business law firm providing legal services to clients 

ranging from individuals and family-owned businesses to Fortune 100 companies and major regional 

institutions. With offices in Buffalo, Rochester, Albany, Corning, and New York City, New York, the firm is 

a recognized leader in litigation, corporate, employee benefits, environmental and land use, health care, higher 

education, immigration, intellectual property, labor and employment, real estate, and trusts and estates law. 

Harter Secrest & Emery has 35 U.S. News - Best Lawyers 2019 “Best Law Firms” top tier metropolitan 

practice group rankings—more Western New York rankings than any other law firm. The firm has been 

honored by Chambers USA for Corporate/M&A, Healthcare, Labor & Employment, Litigation, Immigration 

and Real Estate law and 45 attorneys are recognized as The Best Lawyers in America© for 2019. For more 

information visit www.hselaw.com. 
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